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CHILDREN’S CHARITY BALL — KALGOORLIE 
Statement 

HON MARK LEWIS (Mining and Pastoral) [9.53 pm]: I would like to take a few minutes to acknowledge all 
the people involved in running the Kalgoorlie Children’s Charity Ball on the weekend. This gala event, which 
nearly 1 000 people attended, is truly a gala event. I have been to a few balls around the place. I have probably 
worn out three or four dinner suits going to things like bachelor and spinsters’ balls, matrons and benedicts’ balls 
and other gala events around the place, but this one topped it. I am serious; it was an outstanding gala event. 

The ball was started in 2001 by Anne and Richard Hall as part of fundraising for Ronald McDonald House, and 
it raised $40 000 in the first year. In 2009, its organisation was turned over to the Goldfields Children’s Charity 
Incorporated group. It has now been running for 14 years and has raised over $2 million for children’s charity. 
All that money goes to the charity and is divided up mostly between the Royal Flying Doctor Service and Ronald 
McDonald House; however, some funds are kept in town for local children’s charity issues such as autism. 

In 2013, they raised some $270 000, of which some $110 000 went to Ronald McDonald House and about 
$100 000 went to the Royal Flying Doctor Service. This year, along with my little contribution, I think we 
topped $270 000 to hopefully get to $300 000, but they are still tallying up the bills—some of it was mine, 
hopefully and thankfully! 

The Goldfields Children Charity committee has 11 volunteers. The key people include the chairman, Scott 
Gunson, who has been there for five years; Phil van Oyen, who has been there for about seven years; and 
Dan McBride—who is a bit of an old stager—who has been there for nine years. As I said earlier, it is an 
incredible event. I have never seen a regional event like that anywhere either here or in Queensland, where I am 
originally from. The theme this year was Willy Wonka. It beggared belief that they could actually put the event 
together. Some 25 volunteers, as well as families, friends and partners, turned up to help. The generosity that 
exists in the goldfields just blew me away. It is overwhelming, in fact. People and businesses donate significant 
amounts of money every year. There are people such as Gary Connell, who pre-buys tickets for the tables and 
those sorts of things, and he is not the only one. Dozens of people just pre-buy tickets for the tables for the 
following year. Although Kalgoorlie has general public infrastructure and that sort of thing, there is no doubt that 
sometimes we in the bush need to utilise the services in the main cities. Places such as the new children’s 
hospital are so important to us in regional Western Australia because when children get sick, we acknowledge 
and recognise that they do have to come down here. Therefore, the Goldfields Children Charity committee, 
through Ronald McDonald House, the RFDS and the like, support those emergency evacuations. It is a critical 
charity for those of us living out there. Finally—I did not want to take up too much time—I commend and thank 
everybody involved and the people who attend every year and give so generously. 
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